
WAC 16-228-1125  When can the department revoke or deny a li-
cense?  (1) The department retains the sole discretion to determine 
when an individual license should be revoked rather than suspended. 
Revocation of a license shall be an option for the department in those 
circumstances where:

(a) The penalty schedule allows for revocation; and/or
(b) One or more aggravating factors are present; and/or
(c) The duration of the licensure action exceeds six months.
In circumstances where the department determines revocation to be 

appropriate, the period of revocation shall be determined at the dis-
cretion of the department, but in no instance shall the revocation ex-
ceed five years.

(2) The department may deny an applicant a license when the ap-
plicant has committed a violation(s) of chapters 15.58 and 17.21 RCW 
and/or the rules adopted under those chapters. The duration of denial 
shall be determined based upon the penalty provisions of this chapter. 
In circumstances where the department determines denial to be appro-
priate, the period of denial shall not exceed five years.

(3) Nothing shall prevent the department from denying an appli-
cant a license when the applicant has an outstanding civil penalty ow-
ed to the department from a previous violation(s).

(4) The department may, at its discretion, suspend a license 
without also seeking a civil penalty. Such circumstances include, but 
are not limited to, those incidents where a civil penalty is not 
available as an appropriate penalty pursuant to RCW 43.05.110. The ap-
propriate period of suspension shall be determined from the penalty 
schedule.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.21, 15.58, and 34.05 RCW. WSR 
07-11-041A, § 16-228-1125, filed 5/9/07, effective 6/9/07; WSR 
03-22-029, § 16-228-1125, filed 10/28/03, effective 11/28/03. Statuto-
ry Authority: Chapters 17.21 and 15.58 RCW. WSR 01-01-058, § 
16-228-1125, filed 12/12/00, effective 1/12/01.]
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